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CONFIDENTIAL SEOUL 4788 
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TAGS: PFOR, JA, US, KS 

SUBJECT: VISIT TO WASHINGTON OF GAIMUSHO NORTHEAST ASIA DIRECTOR 

REF: TOKYO 8495 

1 . EMBASSY BELIEVES PROPOSED VISIT TO WASHINGTON OF JAPANESE 
FOREIGN OFFICE NORTHEAST ASIA DIVISION DIRECTOR 

ENDO TETSUYA BETWEEN JUNE 26 AND JULY 17, IS, IF ANYTHING, 

EVEN LESS WELL TIMED THAN HIS ORIGINALLY PLANNED VISIT. 

THE SCHEDULING OF ENDO'S VISIT JUST PRIOR TO THE SECURITY 
CONSULTATIVE MEETING (SCM) IN SEOUL UNNECESSARILY RISKS MIS- 
INTERPRETATION BY ROKG. ROK HAS BEEN UNUSUALLY SENSITIVE 
TO ANY APPEARANCE OF SPECIAL TREATMENT OF JAPANESE IN CONNECTION 
WITH TROOP WITHDRAWAL FROM KOREA AND SCHEDULING OF ENDO VISIT 
JUST PRIOR TO SCM COULD EASILY CAUSE ROKS TO SUSPECT 
WE PROVIDING JAPANESE ADVANCED NOTIFICATIO OF OUR 
CONCLUSIONS OR OPPORTUNITY TO CLEAR THEM. 

2. RECOMMEND DEPARTMENT SUGGEST THAT MR. ENDO POSTPONE 
HIS VISIT UNTIL AFTER SCM. 
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